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To ensure that every child has the right to total 
health by access to quality and caring oral health 
care services regardless of socioeconomic status.
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HPS
HEALTH PROMOTION SPECIALISTS

SCHOOL-BASED ORAL HEALTH 

SERVICES

The Reality
• Dental disease is a financial burden to 

families and taxpayers. Only heart 
disease costs more to treat. It costs 
millions more than cancer, diabetes, 
trauma-related injuries, etc. each year. 

• Poor oral health has been related to 
decreased school performance, poor 
social relationships, and less success 
later in life.

• Tooth decay is at its highest levels in 
over twenty years for all age groups.

• 42% of children aged 6-19 and 68% of 
adolescents aged 16-19 have decay in 
their teeth.

• Tooth decay is the number one chronic 
disease of children.
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The Key to 
success is 
prevention

“No disease has been 
eliminated or 
effectively controlled 
through a treatment 
program”

 
 
 
 Anonymous

HPS -- Giving Communities a Reason to Smile

Good News -- most dental 
disease is preventable, 
and if caught in the early 
stages, it can be stopped 
and/or reversed


 A recent study in the Journal of 
Dental Research (February 2008) reports that 
sealants are not only effective in preventing 
cavities but also supports the placement of 
sealants on teeth with early cavities and 
teeth that have questionable areas of decay 
activity. It found a slow progression of early 
cavities and suggests that surgical treatment 
(placement of fillings) may not be necessary. 
The study stated, “Approaches focusing on 
prevention and management (e.g., dental 
sealants) are particularly attractive since 
they could potentially preserve tooth 
structure and lower the likelihood of future 
complex restorations”. (Fillings)

The US Centers for 
Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) 
recommend that all 

communities adopt school-
based sealant programs.

CDC Director, Julie Gerberding, MD 
stated, “If more communities would 
implement these programs, we could save 
many children from needless pain and 
suffering and save the nation millions of 
dollars in dental care costs.”

HPS benefits Schools and 
Children

¥ There is no cost to the school 
district.

¥ Less classroom time is missed 
by receiving preventive 
services at school.

¥ The hps program emphasizes 
prevention and education.

¥ HPS registered dental 
hygienists (RDHs) are 
available as resources to 
speak at PTA/PTO meetings, 
health fairs, parenting 
classes, and other educational 
opportunities.

¥ HPS is non-discriminatory and 
available to all children with 
a parentÕs permission. It is not 
an exclusive Medicaid program.

¥ HPS alleviates most oral 
health responsibilities from 
school nurses.

¥ HPS is part of the state dental 
prevention program under the 
SC Department of health and 
environmental control.

¥ HPS serves school districts 
around the state and has done 
so since the 2000-2001 school 
year.


