




















	

	

SECTION 40-15-80. Practicing dental hygiene.  
 

(A) Any person is considered to be practicing dental hygiene who engages in those clinical procedures 
primarily concerned with the performance of preventive dental services not constituting the practice of dentistry 
including, but not limited to, removing all hard and soft deposits and stains from the surfaces of human teeth, 
root planning, performing clinical examination of teeth and surrounding tissues, and charting of oral conditions 
for diagnosis by a dentist, and performing such other procedures as may be delegated by regulations of the 
board.  
 

(B) In school settings, licensed dental hygienists may apply topical fluoride, including silver diamine fluoride, 
and may perform the application of sealants, and oral prophylaxis and primary preventive care that is 
reversible under general without supervision, with written permission of the student's parent or guardian.  
JUSTIFICATION -- The FTC states that there is NO evidence that allowing dental hygienists to provide preventive 
services without supervision is a safety issue. The FTC further argues that restricting the practice, without 
evidence that the restriction limits public safety, unnecessarily reduces competition. Supervision is cost 
prohibitive when working with underserved populations providing the lowest reimbursed services. This has 
occurred for over 20 years with no adverse problems. The majority of SC citizens support this change. 
 

(C) In hospitals, nursing homes, long term care facilities, rural and community clinics, medical offices, 
homebound settings, health facilities operated by federal, state, county, or local governments, hospices, 
education institutions accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation that give instruction in dental 
hygiene, and in bona fide charitable institutions, licensed dental hygienists may apply topical fluoride, including 
silver diamine fluoride, and perform the application of sealants, and oral prophylaxis and primary preventive 
care that is reversible under general without supervision. Treatment may not occur in these settings unless 
medical emergency care is available within the facility.  
 

(D) Licensed dental hygienists may provide oral hygiene instruction and counseling, perform oral screenings, 
and provide nutrition and dietary counseling without prior authorization.  
 

(E) Upon certification by the board and when under the direct general supervision of a practicing dentist, a 
licensed dental hygienist may administer local infiltration anesthesia.  
 

(F) This section is not intended to establish independent dental hygiene practice.  
 

(G) No person other than a licensed dentist or dental hygienist may use the title "dental hygienist", present 
themselves him or herself as being a dental hygienist, or perform oral prophylaxis. This does not preclude an 
expanded duty dental assistant from polishing restorations and supra-gingival tooth structure. Dental hygienists 
practicing without supervision and/or under general supervision must maintain professional liability insurance. 
Dental hygienists practicing interdependently in public health settings without supervision shall be recognized 
as  providers by Medicaid and other payers and can be directly reimbursed by said payers.   
 

SECTION 40-15-85. Definitions. 
16) Primary Preventive Care that is Reversible – comprehensive preventive services that prevent the spread of 
dental disease, protect a tooth from further deterioration and/or promote healing. The services address dental 
decay that has no pulpal involvement and does not involve the removal of all decay. Radiographs are not 
necessary to perform these services. These services shall be reimbursed by Medicaid and include, but are not 
limited to, Atraumatic Restorative Technique (ART)/Caries Control Technique (CCT)/Intermediate Restorative 
Technique (IRT) and Therapeutic Dental Sealants. 
Justification: This defines what was adopted by the SC Board of Dentistry January 2018. It must be added to Statute to ensure 
the services are protected and paid for. 
 

SECTION 40-15-102. "Authorized" defined; general supervision restrictions; billing for services of hygienists.  
(D) A dentist authorizing treatment by a dental hygienist in school settings or nursing home settings is 
subject to the general supervision restrictions provided for in this section unless the dentist or dental 
hygienist is working in a public health setting with the Department of Health and Environmental Control, as 
provided for in Section 40-15-110.   JUSTIFICATION – This section requires that every patient be seen by a dentist 
before being seen by a dental hygienist. HOW MANY TIMES ARE YOU SEEN BY A DENTIST BEFORE THE DENTAL 
HYGIENIST SEES YOU? No other settings require this. Removal of this section is SAVINGS for the State at a MINIMUM 
of $500,000/year 




